formation of DNA (Gacy et al, 1995) . CAG repeats notably occur in the genetic locus of neurodevelopmental disorders including Huntington's disease but are also more frequent in the genome of people with schizophrenia and an excess of CAG has been reported specifically for females with schizophrenia (Morris et al, 1995) . Therefore, the genome of the exposed, affected subjects in van 0 s & Selten's study could be analysed and compared with the genome of those unexposed and unaffected. If an association with unstable DNA were found, a specific gene-environment interaction for schizophrenia may be assumed, at least for The Netherlands. Undoubtedly, this would be a big step forward and prompts a new approach for the interpretation of schizophrenia in the context of conformational diseases (Carrel1 & Lomas, 1997). 
Evolution of schizotypy
Sir: Crow (1998) is surely right to suggest that the evolution of schizophrenia was dependent on the evolution of language. He must also be right in saying that language is important for mate recognition, being an integral part of human courtship. The suitor charms his potential mate with both speech and song. The capacity to say "I love you" must have been subject to intensive sexual selection; it is no less wondrous than the peacock's tail.
But language serves another important biological function in man. It is the organ which formulates the ideology of a human group and which thus maintains the cohesiveness of a group by making a sharp boundary between one ideology and another. It acts as a sort of cell membrane, giving human groups a cohesiveness impossible for groups of apes. And just as a cell must divide, so too must a human group divide. The capacity to form a new belief system and reject the belief system of the natal group is characteristic of cult leaders and also of people with schizophrenia (Stevens & Price, 1996; Price & Stevens, 1998) .
Early psychiatric geneticists were struck by the similarity of schizophrenic thinking to the transcendental preoccupations of prophets, and they examined the possibility that the high esteem in which prophets were held might counteract the reduced fertility of those who ended up as psychiatric patients (Erlenmeyer-Kimling & Paradowski, 1966) . But they rejected the idea, thinking that prophets were ascetic types unlikely to father many children. Now we know differently. Studies of cults (Storr, 1996) have shown that cult leaders may have enormous reproductive opportunities, sufficient to compensate not only for the potential cult leaders who become psychiatric patients, but for the cults which fail either due to harsh external conditions or to features of the new ideology which lead to maladaptive outcomes such as mass suicide.
The implication of this view is that the genetic tendency to schizophrenia, manifested in schizotypy and in cult leaders, is fundamental to human biology and the vital group processes of cohesion and splitting. Schizophrenia may be not so much the price we pay for language, but the price we pay for the harnessing of language in the service of group splitting.
